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EDITORIAL 


-Another Gospel 


A clear-cut distinction between evangelical Chris- 
tianity and the “gospel” of social reform is not 


always easy. On the one hand the Gospel has 


its social implications and Christians have unques- 
tionable obligations as citizens. On the other hand 
cause and effect are not always distinguishable and 
at times are confused in our thinking. 


For this reason it is fortunate when advocates 
of a “gospel” of social reform make their position 
clear. | 


In a recent sermon the distinguished dean of 
one of our great national cathedrals did much to 
clarify the situation when he said: “The emphasis 
on personal reform rather than social reform is 
‘terribly misleading’.”” He went on to say: ‘The 
tragedy of today is a social one. There is a di- 
mension of sin that goes beyond the individual. 
It infects the very society in which we live. The 
remedy does not rely on individual repentance.” 


Speaking further he said: “‘Preachers should face 
up to such great concerns as racial brotherhood, 
foreign aid, disarmament, peaceful uses of atomic 
energy and immigration.” 


He observed that political leaders are cast in a 
prophetic role today even more than ministers. 
“Perhaps,” he said, “God can use them more ef- 
fectively than he can us preachers. . .” 


Such statements show the abysmal difference be- 
tween the Gospel of Jesus Christ and the gospel 
of social reform. ‘The evangelical believes the 
Gospel is a message of personal redemption from 
sin through the work and merit of the Son of 
God who died on Calvary. He believes that a 
result of personal redemption is a quickened social 
consciousness and a dynamic for both witnessing 
service. 


But here we find that there are those who 
believe the primacy of the Christian message rests 
in racial brotherhood, foreign aid, disarmament, 
peaceful use of atomic power and immigration and 
that its most effective ministers may be politicians, 
not preachers of the Word. 
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Within the week one of America’s best known 
theologians was quoted much along the same line. 
He inveighed against those Protestant leaders who 
are sharing in the old approach of personal re- 
demption, asserting that while some _ individuals 
may be helped in their own simple problems the 
needs of society as a whole are far more complex 
than to lend themselves to any such solution. 


The abysmal difference in these two concepts Is 
there for all to see. Here we have an insistance 
on reform rather than redemption; on a building 
without a foundation; on fruit without the tree; 
a new society without the new-birth; on man- 
devised social progress without Christ-made people. 
Little wonder that the Scripture tells us that the 
wisdom of this world is foolishness with God. 


Some evangelicals doubtless have limited their 


preaching to an exclusive emphasis on_ personal 
salvation, without an accompanying sense of any 
social responsibility but this in no way invalidates 
the fact that personal redemption must come first. 
That men with a prophetic vision and social concern 


have chafed at the inertia and, at times, resistance - 


to reforms by Christian people in no way justifies 
the by-passing of the one thing necessary for the 
individual, faith in Jesus Christ as Redeemer and 


Lord. 


It is also of historical significance that great social 
reforms follow in the wake of great spiritual 
awakenings. Let us beware of trying to build a 
“brave new world” without that Foundation which 


is laid—the Lord Jesus Christ. 


Our Lord’s words in His great intercessory prayer 
are worthy of prayerful pondering: “J pray not for 
the world, but for them which thou hast given me. 
How can we claim for the world those blessings 
which come solely through faith in the living 
Christ ? 


Social reforms are desperately needed. 


New creatures in Christ are the agents through 
which such reforms become effective. 


L.N.B. 
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Being First or Being Faithful 
David had 400 men around him. They were 


a bad lot, bitter, disappointed, sullen. We 
wonder how he ever got along with them. But 


he succeeded and turned out a band of men | 


who did wonders. David was used to the best 
soldiers and equipment. But it turned out that 
these men became so efficient that they took 
David from the cave and put him on the throne! 


_ This seems to me a parable of our redemp- 
tion. Christ gathers sinful men around Him. 
By His grace He changes them. ‘They came 
just as they were. They accepted and yielded 
to Him and to His teaching. They doubtless 
heard David in prayer presenting their names 
before the throne of God. They beheld His 


life of patience under persecution and _ his 


prayers for those who “hated him without a 
cause.” They fell in love with him. The grace 
of love transformed them. They risked their 
lives for their king. “Christ receiveth sinful 
men.” It is the glorious story of redeeming 
love. | 


Among these 400 we find there were those 
who “attained not” to the first or highest place. 
They were not Generals. They were a second 
lieutenant class. But just take a look at what 
they did: Abishai who lifted up his spear and 
slew three hundred; Benaiah, Eleazer, Shammah. 
These men were not among the first mighty 
men, but they did not seem to care. They were 
indeed the ones who won the battles. They 
did their best where they were. Where every 
man does his best there is honor enough for 
all. ‘To serve our God and King with all our 
powers is the “chief end of man.” 


The love of attainment is a natural desire. 
He who does not have this desire is abnormal. 
Every one should desire to win. This urge keeps 
the world pressing forward. But taking second 


place and being content and faithful in ‘it is_ 


often life’s hardest and best lesson. It saved 
Saul when he heard praises being sung of David 
more than of himself. God keeps no man from 
honor provided he seeks it unselfishly and for 
the honor of God. God has the best place for 
each one. Some must be captains and some 
stokers. ‘The Kohathites were stationed near the 
tabernacle because they were the janitors and 
did the hard, menial work. There was no 
envy among the tribes. God has a place for 
all tribes. Not all can be of the tribe of Judah 


nor of any other tribe. One great man had 
his life’s motto: “I will do my best, if not the 
best.” ““There is one glory of the sun, another 
glory of the moon and another glory of the 
stars.” 


Some observations: 


1. Extraordinary responsibility imposes a_ter- 
rific strain. The foreman has double duty and 
should be made of cast-iron. He is often sep- 
arated from his friends and must study and work 


alone. He has few close friends and is hard to 


see. President Wilson went to a theater and 
was called on to speak. He replied that he was 
just a tired man and sought a rest. If one 
makes 100 he can never lower his grade. Hos- 
pitals are full of those who break under strain. 
It is easy to work when you know you are 
where you ought to be and when you work for 
the honor of God. 


2. Being faithful in that which is least is 
the ideal. The man in second place may be 
the most important one. Just listen to the 
orchestra and you will hear the altos or tenors 
giving sweetness that brings tears. The accom- 
panist is seldom appreciated, but is most im- 
portant. A good nurse is often better than a 
doctor. 


3. Some Scottish writer said “there is no 
satisfaction in life doing any thing until he 
finds an object which he reveres and where he 
can rest his life.” And that brings one to trust 
in God torever. ‘Then he can take second place 
and sweeten life and give finish to the orchestra 
by playing second fiddle. 

—C.T.C. 


Jesus Christ the Just One 


An interesting feature of the addresses in 


Acts is the description of our Lord Jesus as 


The Just One. Preaching in Solomon’s porch, 
Peter condemns the act of those who denied 
“the Holy and Just One,” 3.14. Stephen’s ser- 
mon flays the fathers who killed the prophets 
that showed before of the coming of the Just 
One, 7.52. Ananias tells Saul that the God 
of our fathers appointed him to see the Just One 
and hear a voice from His mouth, 22.14. 


Peter takes up the thought in his First Epistle, 
3.18, declaring that Christ suffered for sins 
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once, the Just for the unjust. Likewise First 
John 1.2 assures us that we have an Advocate 
with the Father, Jesus Christ the Just One Who 
is the propitiation for our sins. According to 
Paul, the redemption wrought by Christ, in 
that God set Him forth as a propitiation, shows 
that God is Just even in justifying the sinner, 
Rom. 3.26, and in the blessed exchange He was 
made sin for us that we might be made the 
righteousness or justice of God in Him, 2 Cor. 


5.21. 


There is much more evidence for the justice 
of God, e.g. Rom. 2.5-6, as of His judgments 
here and hereafter. But the references to the 
loving Saviour as the Just One are enough to 
make one pause and ask himself, Am I giving 
this aspect of my Lord’s character and work 
the place God gives it in His Word? 


His justice makes the fine, 
His mercy quits the score. 
See God descending in the human frame 
The Offended suffering in the offenders’ name. 
All thy misdeeds to Him imputed see 
And all His righteousness devolved on thee. 


—W.C.R. 


The Christian Gospel: Its Goal 
“That He Might Deliver Us” 
By J. G. S. S. Thompson, Ph.D. 


The goal of the gospel might well be de- 
scribed in these words: “that he might deliver 
us out of this present evil age” (Gal.1.4). But 
notice that the goal here is not some far off 
event. The deliverance spoken of here is one 
that takes place now. It is deliverance from 
this present evil age now. Two obvious things 
follow. 


(1) The gospel promises deliverance. The 
Christian gospel which we have been consider- 
ing is not a dream. It is not a set of dry-as-dust 
doctrines. It is not an enthusiastic program 
for the new age that is yet to come. The gospel 
of grace works. It achieves something. And 
not only so, but it achieves the impossible. Let 
Christians cease from speaking of the gospel 
as if it were just another new religion. The 
Christian gospel is not just the basis of a social 
revolution, or the inauguration of a new broth- 
erhood of man, or the manifesto of a new era 
of peace. There is a sense in which the gospel 
may be one, or all, of these, but it is infinitely 
more. 


(2) The gospel possesses dynamic. What is 
the secret of the gospel’s ability to achieve this 
seemingly impossible goal? The explanation of 
the gospel’s being able to do the impossible is 
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that “it is the dynamic of God” (Rom.i.16), 
and it is the dynamic of God unto salvation 
because the triumphant Lord Jesus Christ is 
the glory of the gospel. He it is who makes the 
gospel’s claim to deliver from sin a reality. It 
promises deliverance from sin, and it makes 
that promise good because it has within it the 


dynamic ‘to break the power of reigning sin, © 


and set the prisoner free.” It can liberate from 
the bondage of this present evil world. © 


(3) But how does the gospel get to work 
in a man in order to effect this liberation from 
sin’s bondage? The first step towards achieving 
the goal is set out in Gal. 11.15,16. ‘These verses 


are taken from the passage in which Paul tells _ 


how he had to take Peter to task because he 


was in the wrong. So seriously did Peter stand 


condemned that Paul had to resist him to his 
face. The following are the salient facts. 


(a) When Peter came to visit the believers 
in Antioch he had no compunction whatever 
about eating with Christians who had come into 
the Church from paganism. However, when cer- 
tain brethren came up to Antioch from Jeru- 
salem from the apostle James, Peter withdrew 
from the Gentile Christians, and refused to eat 
with them (Gal. 11.12). 


(b) The reason for Peter’s vacillating con- 
duct on this occasion was his fear of offending 
the members of the Jewish-Christian party (Gal. 
ii.12) , who had looked with grave disfavor upon 
the coming into the Church of the Gentile 
Christians (Ac.xi.1-3); but who, having been 
compelled by force of circumstances (cf. Ac. 


xi.4-17) to accept the fact that to the Gentiles 


also God had granted repentance unto life 
(Ac.xi.18) , had attempted to impose the Jewish 
rite of circumcision upon Gentile Christians, 
and the keeping of the Law of Moses (Ac.xv.5) ; 
an attempted imposition that was originally 
successfully resisted, first by Peter (Ac. xv.7-11), 
then by Paul and Barnabas (Ac. xv.12), and 
finally by the Church leaders in general, of 
whom James was a spokesman (Ac. xv.13-20) . 


(c) Unfortunately, the rest of the Jewish 
Christians in Antioch followed Peter’s example 
on the occasion of his refusal to have fellow- 
ship with Gentile Christians. Even Barnabas 
allowed himself to be carried away by it (Gal. 
11.13). For Paul such behaviour could not be 
tolerated. “They were not walking uprightly 
according to the gospel” (Gal.1i.14). 


(d) What stirred Paul’s indignation so much 
was the implication of Peter’s action. In fact 
Peter was saying exactly what the Judaizers in 
Galatia were saying: That grace, by itself, was 
not sufficient. It had, perforce to be supple- 
mented by Law to ensure one’s standing before 
God. Paul, the apostle to the Gentiles, could 
have no truck with any such perversion of the 
Christian gospel. 
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(e) What, then, is his answer to this travesty 
of the Christian gospel? He asserts that Christ 
has completely superseded the Law. It follows 
inevitably, then, that a man is not justified by 
works of the Law but by faith in Christ. The 
only other possible alternative to that position 
is that righteousness is through the works of 
the Law. But if that is true then Christ died 
for nought (Gal. 1.15-21). And even if we 
assume that Christ did not die for nought, if 
those who have believed in Him receive circum- 
cision after having believed, then notice what 
follows: i) Christ profits them nothing; it) 
They are debtors to do the whole Law; iii) They 
become severed from Christ; iv) They fall away 
from grace (Gal.v.2-4) . 


(f) We can well imagine how the heart of 
the apostle to the Gentiles recoiled from any 
such perversion of the gospel of the grace of 


God; a perversion that was being preached by 


the Judaizers in Galatia, and by Peter in his 
withdrawing from the Gentile Christians in 
Antioch. Paul’s own experience of that act 
of God by which he had been declared righteous 
by God through faith in Christ (Phil. 111.4-9) , 
had forever anchored his soul to the gospel 
which announces justification by faith in Christ 
apart from the works of the Law. 


(g) And now, once one enters into that status 
of justification that the Christ of the Christian 
gospel by His death had made possible, the 
gospel’s power to save from this present evil 
age becomes a glorious reality. ‘Those who, by 
faith in Christ, are declared righteous by God 
can now go on to prove that the gospel is the 
dynamic of God that delivers them from the 
bondage of sin. The gospel becomes the proc- 
lamation of the deliverance of sinners from their 
sin by the God of redemption. The Christian 
gospel can achieve this seemingly impossible 
goal. It is, therefore, good news that never 
fails to amaze and thrill the heart of “everyone 
that believeth.” 


“Not as an Enemy, but... 
a Brother” 


Theological controversy is inevitable; it is 
also necessary. But for controversy the Church 
would long since have been swallowed up in 
the foibles and follies of man and in the ac- 
cretions of man-made doctrines. 


Controversy is a healthy reaction, a sign of 
life and the result of conviction. 


But controversy can also become a deadening 
disease, not through a stand for principle or 
a witness for truth but through the injection 
of the human element at the expense of the 


spiritual. When controversy becomes a sword — 


wielded by the arm of flesh it can be a sicken- 
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ing exhibition of misplaced zeal and_ soul- 
shrivelling hate. 


_ The New Testament gives illustrations of 
controversies carried on in the spirit of Christ 
and for the furtherance of the Gospel. It also 


warns us against the dangers of ‘letting our 


zeal for truth lead us into paths which God 
cannot bless. 


Paul, writing to the Christians in Thessa- 
lonica, lays down a principle which consists 
of both advice and warning: “And if any man 


_ obey not our word by this epistle, note that 


man, and have no company with him, that he 
may be ashamed. Yet count him not as an 
enemy, but admonish him as a brother.” 


To the everlasting shame of some, there has 
been silence when a witness for the truth de- 
manded a protest against deviations from the 
Christian faith. 


Equally shameful have been the attitudes and 
actions of others who have engaged in con- 
troversy in the Church on the basis of per- 
sonalities, and in a spirit of enmity and hatred. 


Admonishing a Christian brother is not easy. 
While silence may be sinful, an unloving bel- 
ligerence may be equally sinful. 


Paul resisted Peter to his face and won his 
point. In later years he found Mark, the de- 
serter, “profitable” to him for the ministry. 


Again, we would say that controversy for 
truth is a Christian responsibility, but if we 
are to honor God and be a channel of the Holy 
Spirit’s power we must keep in mind at all 
times our own attitude towards those with 
whom we disagree, — “Not as an enemy, but 
as a brother.” 

Writing to Timothy, Paul gives this principle 
for Christian conduct: 

“And the servant of the Lord must not 
strive; but be gentle unto all men, apt to 
teach, patient, in meekness instructing those 
that oppose themselves; if God peradventure 
will give them repentance to the acknowl- 
edging of the truth; and that they may re- 
cover themselves out of the snare of the 
devil, who are taken captive by him at his 
will. 

Never forget, — the object of controversy is — 


not to win a battle but a soul. 
—L.N.B. 
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Endowed. Christian emphasis. A. A. and A. 8. 

— Graduates transfer to best colleges 
juniors. Professor each ten students. 


_ PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 


7". paratory grades 11 and 12. Member Southern 


Summer 
Louis C. LaMotte, President 


PAGE 5 


he | 
It 
es 
he | 
™ 
om. 
om 
ng 
SES | 
he 
nd 
his 
ers 

er 

to 

er- 
ru- 

ew 

n- 

ng 

al. 

on 

ile 

en 
Ac. 

les 

ife 
ish 

ns, 
)) 

lly 
l), 

nd 

of 
sh 

yas 

al. 

be | 

ch 

Personal attention. Scientific tests and 
a ‘ mee. Athietics iberal arts. Business. Pre- 

he 

Box 38-W — Maxton, N. C. 


Preaching Jesus Christ and 
Him as Crucified 


Baccalaureate Sermon 
By Dr. Wm. C. Robinson 
Delivered at the Fortieth Anniversary of His Graduation from Roanoke College, Salem, Virginia 


“For I determined to know nothing among 
you save Jesus Christ and Him as crucified.” 


—I Cor. 2:2. 

The ancients built the tower of Babel to 
scale the parapets of heaven. Athens erected 
her altars to gods known and unknown. Mod- 
ern man acclaims six great religions as good 
roads up the mountain to God. ‘Today as yes- 
terday, men are pinning their hopes on intel- 
lectual principles, survival values and ethical 


ideals. 


On the other hand, Roanoke College’s great 
teacher, Luther Augustine Fox, had grasped 
the fact that the Christian faith is founded 
not on an idea but on a person. With Paul, 
Dr. Fox presented that Person, Jesus Christ, 
and proclaimed Him to us as crucified and as 
risen from the dead. 


God came down for us and for our salvation 
in His only Son. In utter self-abnegation, He 
came all the way to the Cross of Calvary. He 
Who was in the form of God took the form of 
a Slave. The Most High became the most hum- 
ble. Yet in that love and lowliness, God is 
still the Lord. For that man dying athward 
the sky beyond the walls of Jerusalem is the 
Lord of Glory, I Cor. 2.8. God revealed Him- 
self to us in Jesus Christ Whose face can be 
seen only with the eyes of faith. Thus the 
apostolic procedure is to portray Christ as cruci- 
fied for our sins, and to pray the Holy Spirit 
to bring men to faith by this testimony of 
God. It pleases God by the preaching of the 
Cross to save those who believe His message. 
As this Gospel is preached God puts us into 
Christ Jesus and makes Him to be our wisdom, 
our righteousness, our sanctification and our 
redemption. 


Accordingly, this section of First Corinthians 


‘teaches us: first, how God does not reveal Him- 
self; secondly, how the Father of mercies opens 
_ the fellowship of His family to sinners; and 
thirdly, the applications thereof. 

I 


First, then, God does not reveal Himself to 
us sinners for our salvation by the wisdom of 
our philosophers, by the height of our places 
in the world, by the eloquence of our orators, 
nor even by His own majestic work of creation. 
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The Jew looked for a Messiah who would 
receive Divine blessings without measure. But 
“he that is hanged is cursed of God.” Stumbling 
over the fact that Jesus did not present the 
portentous sign of a messianic warrior deliver- 
ing Israel from her enemies, the Jews rejected 
the revelation that God made in Him. 


As the law was given to convict the Jew ol 
sin, to school him in his insufficiency, and thus 
lead him to righteousness where alone it could 
be found, so was philosophy given as a tutor to 
the Greeks. Only let us be sure that we carry 
the analogy through. 


“Was reason given to make us wise? Just 
as little as the Law was given to the Jews 
to make them just. Rather, it was given to 
convince us of the opposite; to show us how 
irrational our reason is, that our errors 
may be increased through reason as sin was 
through the law.”—J. G. Hamann. 


Plato has some glimmering of the situation 
when he urges us to 

x lay hold of the best human opinion 

in order by it to sail the dangerous sea of 

life as on a raft unless we can find a strong- 
_ er boat, or some word of God, which will 
more surely and safely carry us.” 

85 Jowett, 1.434. 


Luther understood that the world owes the 
Gospel a grudge because the Gospel condemns 
the wisdom of the world, On Galatians. Even 
when speaking of Genesis Calvin begs us not 
to begin with the elements of this world, but 
with the Gospel which sets Christ alone before 
us with His Cross and holds us to this one 
point. 


“It is vain “for any to reason as philoso- 
phers on the workmanship of the world, 
except those, who having been first hum- 
bled by the preaching of the Gospel, have 
learned to submit the whole of their in- 
tellectual wisdom to the foolishness of the 
Cross.”’ 


When the Apostle looked at the Christians 


| in Corinth, he found that God had not called 


into his fellowship many that were wise accord- 
ing to the flesh, not many mighty, not many 
noble. Likewise Jeremiah, 9.23, warns the wise 
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man not to glory in his wisdom, nor the mighty 
in his power, nor the rich in his wealth; and 
the Psalmist, 49.6-8, testifies that no man can 
give to God a rich enough ransom to redeem 
the soul of his brother. According to the 


Magnificat, God lifts the lowly to confound the — 


mighty. Believers are born not of the nobility 
of bloods, not of the will of the flesh, not of 
the will of man, but of God, John 1.13. In 
Corinth, God chose the foolish things of the 


world to answer the wise, the weak things to 
shame the strong, the base-born, the things that 


are of no account, those that are not, in order 


to put to nought the things that are. Yes, it 


pleased God that the world by its wisdom should 
not know God. 


Accordingly, the Apostle did not set forth to 
meet the wisdom of the world with a torrent 
of his own oratory. To have fought the world 
with its Own weapons, would have been to 
betray the cause committed to him. The Gospel 
is like a trumpet “more powerful and _ pene- 


trating when it does not follow the range of | 


the scale but keeps to one penetrating note.” 
It is not a philosophy proved by the persuasive 
words of man’s wisdom, but a message from 
God to be attested and accepted. The good 
news of God’s great acts for our redemption 
needs and admits only of plain, straightforward 
telling, anything else is to empty the Cross of 
Christ of its power. Luther is sure that one 
does not need to shout or cry aloud in his 
preaching; for the power of the Gospel is not 
in the lungs of a man but in the might of the 
Spirit. Though the world count the Gospel folly 
and weakness, it is the power of God and the 
wisdom of God to those whom He calls. ‘This 
foolishness of God is wiser than men, this 
weakness of God is stronger than men. Though 
it be Paul, the Apostle, who plants, and Apollos, 
the orator, who waters, it is only God who gives 
the increase. As the success of the Gospel is 
wholly of God, so we may expect Him to honor 
only that message which He has given, which is, 


“Christ! IT am Christ’s and let the name suffice 
you; 

Aye, for me too, He greatly hath sufficed 

Lo! with no winning words I would entice you; 

Paul has no honor and no friend but Christ.” 


—F.W.H. Myers, St. Paul. 


The vast diamond-studded milky way is but 
as dust from the Almighty’s moving chariot 
wheel. But He Who measures the heavens with 
a span and comprehends the dust of the earth 
in a balance, the Most High, has revealed Him- 
self for our salvation not in His majestic might 
but in the weakness of the dying Saviour, not 
in His unfathomable wisdom but in the folly 
of the Cross. It is the Crucified Who is the 
mediator between God and men, the One by 
Whom we come to the Father. 
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Twenty years ago, the “German Christians” 
insisted that the great issue was theism against 
atheism, that the Nazis were believers in God 
and revivers of national religion, consequently 
that religious fealty should be given to Hitler 
in his leadership against atheistic communism. 
The Confessing Church countered this effort 
to by-pass Jesus Christ with the Barmen Dec- 
laration: The one word we have to hear in life 
and in death and obey is Jesus Christ our Lord. 


As college men, let us not fancy that because 
we stand in a grain or two of knowledge above 
our fellows we can, without the Gospel, im- 
mediately comprehend the Almighty in His in- 
finitude. Beware of the current hyper-intellec- 
tualism which presumes to describe the ways of 
God’s self revelation as mere symbols. Who are 
we that we should classify the God and Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ as a mere symbol for 
some term of man’s making such as the ultimate 
ground of being? 


“Biblical religion discloses God's self-dis- 

closure, Jesus Christ, the Wisdom of God, 

which not only transcends and transforms, 
out also confounds and judges all human 

wisdom, ontology and theology not ex- 

cepted.” Kraemer, H., Religion and the 

Christian Faith, 1957, p. 433. 

II 

On the other hand, it pleases God to honor 
che preaching of Jesus Christ and Him as cruci- 
fied with the power of the Holy Spirit Who 
brings men into the Father’s fellowship. 


_ According to First Corinthians, preaching 
Jesus Christ means confessing as Lord this Jesus 
Who has been raised from the dead on the 
third day, 12.3; 15.5f. It means calling upon 
Him for the grace and the peace which the 
Church needs, 1.2-3. It means looking forward 
to His revelation in the day of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, 1.7. 


In the first and second chapters of this Epistle, 
however, preaching Jesus Christ means pre-emi- 
nently preaching Him as crucified. The Church 
has never found the symbol of her faith any- 
where but in His Cross. Since the Cross met 
Luther everywhere in the Scriptures, the Re- 
former declared: “When I listen to Christ, 
there is sketched in my heart a picture of a 


man hanging on a Cross, just as my countenance 


is naturally sketched upon the water when I 
look therein.” W. A. 3.63.1; W. A. 18.83.9. Cal- 
vin is certain that only by the preaching of 
the Cross will any man ever find his way back 
to God as his Father. Jnstitutes II.vi.1l. In their 


_ chorus, we unite: 


“Our glory, only in the Cross, 
Our only hope, the crucified.” 


Paul preached Jesus Christ as crucified bec- 
cause there at the Cross, He consummated His 
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work as the one Mediator between God arid 
men. In His holy majesty God is justly offended 
with our rebellious race. And ‘“‘whoever thinks 
he can smile at God’s wrath, will never praise 
Him eternally for His grace.” H. Vogel, The 
Iron Ration of a Christian, p. 102. Without 
Christ, God and man are further apart than 
heaven and earth. But in Christ, true God and 
true man, God and man are much more inti- 
mate than two brothers. In Him, sun and moon 
do not come so near us as He does, for Em- 
manuel has come in our flesh and blood. God 
the Creator of heaven and earth became true 
natural man, the eternal Father’s Son became 
the temporal Virgin’s Son, Luther on Is. 9.1. 
He became our flesh and blood Brother, one 
of us, standing where we stand, representing 
us before God, offering for us His perfect obedi- 
ence. As our fellow, He became our substitute, 
the Lamb of God Who took on Himself the 
sins of the world. He Who knew no sin was 
made sin for us, that we might be made the 
righteousness of God in Him. On that Cross, 
He was made a curse that we might receive the 
blessing of God. Thus He satisfied for us the 
demands of the law, averted from us the wrath 
of the holy God, delivered all those who trust 
in Him from the thralldom of the Devil and 
from the fear of eternal death. 


God was in Christ reconciling the world unto 
Himself. As His ambassadors preach the re- 
vealing, reconciling, crucified Christ, the risen 
Lord Jesus puts forth the hand of the Holy 
Spirit and draws us unto Himself. The Spirit 
takes of the things of Christ and shows them 
unto us. He works faith in us and thereby 
unites us to Christ in our effectual calling. In 
the covenant of grace, the Father gave unto 
the Son a great host that no man can number 
out of every nation and kindred and tribe. The 
Son became man and in His atoning death suf- 
fered and endured enough to avert the wrath of 
God from this world of sinners. Now God the 
Holy Spirit comes as the Inward ‘Teacher to 
open our hearts to the preaching of the Cross, 
to Christ as our Saviour and our Lord. We 
halt and hold back, too weakened by sin even 
to decide and indecision is the first 
evidence of frustration. Then the Spirit places 
our hands in the riven side of the Saviour and 
calls us into the obedience of faith. 


_ The objective revelation of God in Jesus 
of Nazareth proclaimed in the Gospel, the sub- 
jective work of the Holy Spirit by which we 
receive Christ in faith, these are the two hands 
of God by which the gracious Father brings back 
the prodigal to His own forgiving bosom. Here 
God acts in His love, His righteousness, His 
wisdom and His power to save sinners. The Gos- 
pel is not the mere proclamation of man’s ideas. 
It is God’s mighty work by which He snatches 
the victim of sin and death from the thralldom 
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of Satan and transports him into the Kingdom 
of the Son of His love. Preaching Jesus Christ 
and Him as Crucified is the Gospel, the power of 
God unto salvation. | 


Or in the words of Martin Luther to the 
Duke of Savoy: 


“The commencement of salvation and 
- the sum of Christianity is faith in Christ, 
Who by. His blood alone, and not by our 
works, has made atonement for sin and put 
an end to the dominion of death . . 
This faith is a gift of God, which is created 
by the Holy Spirit in our hearts and not 
found by our labors.”’ 


III 

Thirdly, the Apostle calls upon us to realize 
the implications of this gracious action of God 
in our own faith and in our outward activities. 
By this preaching of the Cross, God has put 
us into Christ. “I have begotten you in Christ 
Jesus through the Gospel”, 4.15. The Creator, 
Who said, Let there be light, has shined into 
our hearts to give the light of the knowledge 


_ of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ, 


2 Cor. 4.7. It is not our wealth, our wisdom 
or our might that has made us Christians. It 
is something greater and more wonderful than 
all these. It is of God that we are in Chrisi 
Jesus, I Cor. 1.30. Our faith rests not on the 
wisdom of men, but on the power of God, 
I Cor.2.5. 


“Let me no more my comfort draw 
From my frail hold on Thee; 
In this alone rejoice with awe— 
Thy mighty grasp of me.” 
—J. C. Shairp. 


If we would know that we belong to God, 
let us find ourselves where God has graciously 
placed us IN CHRIST JESUS. He is made unto 


us wisdom from God and righteousness and | 


sanctification and redemption. The Christ of 
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God is our wisdom, our righteousness, our 
sanctification and our redemption. He won all 
this for us by His human life of perfect obedi- 
ence, by His death in our stead. He revealed 
it to us by His Word. He gives it to us, makes 
us partake of it by His Spirit. To lay hold of 
Him by faith is to appropriate the wisdom, the 
righteousness, the sanctification and the re- 
demption that comes from God. To find our- 
selves by faith in Him is to see ourselves filled 
with wisdom, clothed with His righteousness, 
liberated from the thralldom of Satan, and 
transplanted into the Kingdom of Grace. ‘To 
have Him is to have forgiveness, peace, victory, 
the hope of glory! However manifold our sins, 
we were washed, we were sanctified, we were 
justified in the Name of the Lord Jesus Christ 
and by the Spirit of our God, I Cor. 6.11. 


As we find our salvation in Christ Jesus so the 
Apostle calls us to begin our thinking and acting 


in Him. Begin intellectually where God has 
graciously placed you. Begin where the light 


is brightest, that is, the light of the knowledge 


of the glory of God that shines in the face of © 


Jesus Christ. In the bequest that established 
our oldest university, John Harvard directed: 


Let every student be plainly instructed and 
earnestly pressed to consider well the main 
ends of his life and studies: to know God 
and Jesus Christ which is eternal life and 
therefore to lay Christ in the bottom as the 
only foundation of all knowledge and learn- 
ing and see the Lord only giveth wisdom. 
Let everyone seriously set himself by prayer 
in secret to seek Christ as Lord and Master. 


For as the Apostle adds, other foundation can 
no man lay than that which is laid, which is 
Jesus Christ, I Cor. 3.10. 


The problems of life today are too great 


to be faced in the strength of puny man. God 


gives us His power to meet the issues of life 
only when we stand upon the foundation He 
has laid. May we not turn from His testimony 
to the nostrums of men. Why should one for- 
sake the fountains of living water for man- 
made cisterns which hold no true water? When 
we start with Christ as the foundation, the ab- 
solute, the subject, there are blessings for each 
issue in life. But when one takes up every 
popular project that culture offers, when he 
treats some great cause as God’s new Messiah 
before which he relativizes Jesus Christ, every- 
thing is thrown out of order. 


Some have taken total abstinence, others 
pacifism, others economic collectivism, others 


racialism as their primary interest and treated 
Jesus Christ as secondary. Thus, one man de- 
cides that all use of force is wrong, and that 
if Jesus struck anyone with the whip of cords 
in cleansing the Temple, he will have nothing 
more to do with Jesus. Another starts with 
current studies on the evils of alcoholism and 
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concludes that Jesus was wrong in turning the 
water into wine. Then he undertakes to excuse 
Christ on the ground of some kind of kenotic 
theory. Jesus Christ is the Lord, the Subject 
Who declines to be made the predicate for any 
human scheme. He is not a being Who ceased 
to be God when He became man. He is the 
living God Who became also man for us men 
and for our salvation. We begin with Him as 


‘ absolute, we do not apologize for Him before 


the cultural program of alcoholism, pacifism, 
or any other ism. 


First Corinthians twelve warns us that no man 
is speaking by the Spirit of God when to escape 
persecution he says, Let Jesus be anathema. 
Would the Apostle say that a man is speaking 
by the Spirit of God when he by-passes or rela- 


_tivizes, or corrects the Lord Jesus Christ in 


order to give first place to some popular pro- 
gram? Positively, Paul adds that only by the 
Spirit can a man call Jesus Lord. We do not 
take account of Christ and fit Him into our 
programs, rather He puts us into His shock 
troops with which He fights and wins His bat- 
tles. As we face the sundry issues and problems 
of the day may God the Holy Spirit give us 
grace to call Jesus LORD, to recognize Him 
as the Absolute, the Beginning, the Foundation 
beside which no other can be laid. For when 
Christ is presented in His full-orbed grace and 
glory, the living God touches hearts and lives 
and saves them from drunkenness, fightings, 
selfishness, and race hatred. The Christian 
Church has no commission to reverse the 
process. ‘Take God’s way and His Spirit blesses 
it. Try to reverse God’s way and the Church 
becomes no longer the ambassador of God, her 
preaching becomes merely the chaff of man and 
no longer the wheat which brings the bread 
of God to hungry hearts of men. The ambas- 
sador of the living God preaches the LORD- 
SHIP of Jesus Christ, the Crucified. 


McGUFFEY READERS 
| After a long and costly search a complete set of the | 
original 1879 McGuffey’s Readers has finally been lo- 
cated, and reprints of these grand old readers have now 
) been completed. Each reader is custom made from | 
) plates used in the 1879 revised edition ... same type ) 
and binding. You can now purchase exact copies of | 
) these famous readers at the following price: 
. First Reader - - $2.25 Fourth Reader - - $3.25 | 
| Second Reader - - 2.50 Fifth Reader - - - 3.50 
Third Reader - - 2.75 Sixth Reader - - 3.75 | 


We pay the postage on all orders! 
OLD AUTHORS, Dept. S.P.-6, Rowan, Iowa 


CHRISTIAN WIDOW: 
Wants position as “House Mother” in Southern 
School. 

Answer: 
Care of Southern Presbyterian Journal 
Weaverville, N. C. 
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LESSON FOR JUNE 23 


God’s Steadfast Love 


Devotional Reading: Psalm 105:1-6, 16-22 
Background Scripture: Genesis 39-41 


Verse two of chapter 39 is translated this way in one of our old English Versions: 


“And the 


Lord was with Joseph, and he was a luckie man”; using the word, “luckie” in its old meaning of 

“fortunate.” The element of chance is prominent in our thought and use of the word, “lucky”. It was 
not chance that took care of Joseph, and prospered him, but the Steadfast Love of God: ‘And the Lord 
was with Joseph”. People who believe in “luck”, as we commonly use the word, would say that up to this 


time Joseph had had a lot of “bad luck’’, but God 
had a purpose in all the hard experiences of 
Joseph’s career. It took forty years in the wilder- 
ness to fit Moses for his work, and it took all 
these trials — with more to follow — to make 
Joseph the man he had to be to fill his place 
in God’s plan for his life. “I thank God for 
all the hard things which have come into my 
life,” said a missionary who had lost all her 
children in a most tragic manner. Joseph could 
look back and say the same thing, I have no 
doubt. It was not easy for him at the time, 
however, and a man of less faith would have 
become discouraged and given up. 


Qur Devotional Reading had this to say 
about Joseph: “He sent a man before them, 
even Joseph, who was sold for a servant: whose 
feet were hurt with fetters: he was laid in iron: 
until the time that his word came: the word of 
the Lord tried him. The king came and loosed 
him; even the ruler of the people, and let him 
go free. He made him lord of his house, and 
ruler of all his substance: to bind his princes 
at his pleasure; and teach his senators wisdom.” 
It was the Providence of God, His Steadfast 
Love, that was back of all Joseph’s experiences 
in Egypt. The lesson naturally falls into three 
sections: Joseph in Potiphar’s House; Joseph in 
Prison; and Joseph, Ruler of Egypt. 


T. Joseph in Potiphar’s House: 39:1-19. 


Joseph was bought by Potiphar, an officer of 
Pharaoh, captain of the guard and was soon 
promoted to the position of overseer of his 
house, having entire charge of all that he had. 
The young man Joseph had his father’s busi- 
ness ability without his father’s trickery. He 
was a fine looking man and naturally would 
be subject to the varied temptations which come 
to such men. The greatest of these temptations 
came through the wife of Potiphar, who_be- 
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By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


came enamored with him. When she saw that 
he would not yield to her enticements, she . 
turned upon him in anger and falsely accused © 


him to her husband. I wish to notice his reply 
to her: “Behold, my master wotteth not what 
is with me in the house, and he hath com- 
mitted all that he hath to my hand: there is 
none greater in this house than I: neither hath 
he kept back anything from me but thee, be- 
cause thou art his wife: how then can I do this 
great wickedness and sin against God?” ‘This 
noble answer is a revelation of Joseph’s fine 
character. He recognized two supreme loyal- 
ties; loyalty to his master, and loyalty to his 
God. There is a combination of purity and 
strength of character; moral courage. As i 
slave he might have had resentment in his heart 
against the man who owned him, but instead, 


he was loyal to him. It reminds me of the 


loyalty of many Negro slaves in the South, who 
loved their masters and mistresses. Joseph might 
have felt, too, that God had forgotten and for- 
saken him. He might have felt like asking 
the question, Where is thy God? Why have 
I been sold into slavery? Why did the God 
of my father Israel allow me to suffer in this 
way? But Joseph, although he could neither see 
nor understand, was loyal to God. We do not 
find a nobler man in the Bible than Joseph, and 
this reply is a striking testimony to that fact. 


There is no anger like the anger of a wicked 
woman when she is scorned or rebuked. She 
makes her false charge and had her “sweet 
revenge,” for Potiphar’s wrath is naturally kin- 
dled, and he puts Joseph in prison. Was there 
not some doubt in his mind? If the charge 
had been true, a death sentence would seem 
more natural than a prison sentence. He had, 
no doubt, become fond of Joseph and he must 
have been aware of his wife’s character. 
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II. Joseph in Prison? 39:20 - 40:23. 


Joseph was now in the depth of disgrace and 
discouragement. He might have felt like say- 
ing, What is the use of my trying to be a true 
follower of God? The more I try, the worse 
off I get. Instead of moping and complaining 
with a feeling of self-pity, he set about being 
the best prisoner in the prison: “And the 
keeper of the prison committed to Joseph’s hand 
all the prisoners that were in the prison; and 
whatsoever they did there, he was the doer 
of it . . . because the Lord was with him, 
and that which he did, the Lord made it to 

rosper.”” These last words give us the secret 
of Joseph’s life. It is an old saying that “you 
can’t keep a good man down,” and man has 
his part to play, of course, but a far bigger 
truth is found here in the words, “‘because the 
Lord was with him.’’ When the Lord is on our 
side, when He is with us, who can be against us? 


There were two officers of Pharaoh in the 
prison, the chief of the bakers, and the chief 
of the butlers. ‘These were very important posi- 
tions, for either one would have the life of 
Pharaoh in his hands. Probably there was some 
suspicion of a plot of some kind, but we are 
not told the particulars. Both of these men 
dreamed a dream and neither could interpret 
his dream. Joseph asked them, Do not inter- 
pretations belong to the Lord? ‘Tell me then, 
I pray you. Joseph was evidently living in touch 
with God. 


The chief butler told his dream first and 
Joseph interpreted it to mean that in three days 


he would be restored to his office. He prays — 


this man to make mention of him and show 
kindness to him. When the chief baker saw 
that the interpretation was good, he related his 
dream. Joseph told him very plainly that in 
three days he would be hanged and the birds 
would eat his flesh. And it came to pass the 
third day that Pharaoh made a feast to cele- 
brate his birthday and restored the butler and 
hanged the baker, as Joseph had said. The 
twenty-third verse is a sad reminder of the 
thoughtlessness and ingratitude of men: “Yet 
did not the chief butler remember Joseph, but 
forgot him.” Dr. Macartney has a book on 
“The Man Who Forgot,” which contains an 
interesting sketch of this butler, with applica- 
tions. How prone we are to forget what our 
friends have done for us! How easy to forget 
“all His benefits”; all that God has done! Moses 
insisted that his people, ““Remember”; “Forget 
not’, in Deuteronomy. | 


When men forget: God remembers. It may 
look like He has forgotten too, but He only 
delays, and these delays are for our good. When 
Jesus heard that Lazarus was sick, He remained 
three days where He was. It looked as though 
He had forgotten His three friends at Bethany, 
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but the delay was for the glory of God and 
for the good of all concerned. In Joseph’s case 
the delay meant a later opportunity. 


III. Joseph, Ruler of Egypt: Chapter 41. 


God now steps into the picture. How easy 
for Him to work on the minds and hearts of 
men! There have been many instances of His 
intervention. Sometimes we do not see His 
Hand until much later. The turning point in 
many decisive battles has been some small inci- 
dent; a snow storm ruined Napoleon when he 
invaded Russia. Nations have been saved, as 
England, from the Spanish Armada, and the 
whole course of history changed. 


This was a period when “Dreams” were used 
to carry out God’s purpose. They are often 
used as in the time of Daniel, and when Christ 
was born. Pharaoh dreamed. His dreams are 
familiar to us. The two-fold dream has one 
interpretation. He was troubled by his dreams 
and all the wise men of Egypt failed to help 
him. Then the chief butler remembered Joseph 


- just at the right time, and spoke to Pharaoh 


about him. Then Pharaoh called for Joseph 
and they brought him hastily out of the prison. 


I want to call attention to a seemingly trivial 


thing, but I believe it reveals another side of 
Joseph’s character. “He shaved himself and 
changed his raiment.” He was going into the 
presence of the king; he wanted to look his 
best! I expect this had something to do with 
Pharaoh’s decision later. Notice, too, that Joseph 
is careful/to give God the credit: It is not in 
me: God(shall give Pharaoh an answer of peace. 
Seest thou”a*man diligent in business? he shall 
stand beforé Rings. Standing before this heathen 
monarch feseph bore testimony to the True 
God. 


The interpretation of the repeated dream, in 
different form, was a natural one, and seems 
simple to us as we look back on it, but it had 
“stumped” all the wise men of the kingdom. 
How easy things appear when God opens our ~ 
minds! Joseph not only interprets the dreams, 
but goes on to suggest a plan for storing up 
food during the “lean” years. Pharaoh im- 
mediately sees in this young man the very one to 
undertake such a task. Joseph was now thirty 
years old. His severe discipline during the days 
since he left his home has fitted him to assume 
the responsibilities of such a position. ‘The seven 
good years come and go; so much food is stored 
up that it cannot be numbered, and then the 
famine comes. 


Not a Medicine 


“Since aleohol cures no disease, it is not a medi- 
cine. It has no place in medical practice.’’—Dr. 
Howard Kelly, Johns Hopkins University, ‘‘Alert” 
Jan.-Mar. 1957. | 
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YOUTH PROGRAM FOR JUNE 23 


By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


“The Importance Of Right Speech” 


Scripture: James 3:1-12. 


Hymns: 
“Lord, Speak To Me, That I May Speak” 
“T Love To Tell The Story” 
“We've A Story To Tell To The Nations” 


Program Leader: 


Last week we considered the basic importance 
of our thought life. This week we want to dis- 
cover the very close connection between the 
words of our mouths and the meditations of 
our hearts. Of course, it is possible for a person 
to talk one way and think another, but ordinar- 
ily, it is not so. Jesus said, “Out of the abund- 
ance of the heart the mouth speaketh. A good 
man out of the good treasure of his heart 
bringeth forth good things: and an evil man 
out of the evil treasure bringeth forth evil 
things.” Matthew 12:34-35. As a usual thing, 
then, the words of our mouths are the overflow 
of our minds and hearts. 


One of the modern methods used in the 
training of public speakers is to record their 
speeches and then play back the very words of 
the speaker so that he can hear himself. It 
would surely be helpful if our words could be 
played back to us as we bear in mind that what 
we say is indicative of what we think. 


The only way to make sure that our speech 
will be right before God is to first make sure 
that our hearts are right before Him. This can 
be accomplished in only one way . . . we must 
yield ourselves in faith to Christ so He can 
make of us new creatures. Even after our hearts 
have been changed by Christ, we must still be 
careful of the words we speak. In the Scripture 
passage which we read in the Letter of James, he 
is writing to people who are already Christians 
about the use of their tongues. In this pro- 
gram we want to consider the importance of 
our words and some of the ways of making our 
speech more acceptable to the Lord. 


First Speaker: 

Our speech is important because of the dam- 
age it can do. It is by words that we give and 
receive information and instruction. Sometimes 
by carelessness and sometimes by design, false 
information is dispensed. Many people have 
been led to commit serious and dangerous mis- 
takes because someone was not careful in giving 
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information. Wrong words can lead people 
astray physically, morally, and spiritually. 


The thoughtless use of words often needlessly 
wounds feelings and brings discouragement to 
people. A word, like a bullet from a gun, can- 
not be brought back once it is released. We 
ought to be especially careful that our words 
will not wound any heart before we speak them. 
What is true of the damage which may be done 
to a person’s feelings is also true of his reputa- 
tion. Many a person has had his good name 
destroyed by ugly and untrue words. 


Whenever we are called on to speak, we ought 
to tell the truth and nothing but the truth, 
but there are times when it is best to remain 
silent. God knows all the truth about every- 
thing but He does not tell all He knows. Why 
should we? ‘There is no reason for spreading 
evil reports about a person, even though they 
be true, if no real good will be accomplished by 
it. We need to ask God to keep us from all 
malicious speech and from unwise use of the 
truth. 


Second Speaker: 


On the positive side, our speech is important 
because of the good it can accomplish. The 
very finest use we can make of our speech is to 


praise God. He desires our words of praise, 
for the Scriptures say, “Take with you words, | 
and turn to the Lord: say unto Him, take away 


all iniquity, and receive us graciously: so will 
we render the calves of our lips.’’ Hosea 14:2. 
The sincere praise of our words is always an 
acceptable offering to the Lord. 


Our words are most useful in helping other 
people and enriching their lives. We can use 
our words to comfort the sorrowing, to. encour- 
age those who are disheartened, and to advise 
and instruct those who are ignorant. We can 
use words to defend things which are good and 
to combat things which are evil. 


The most wonderful use we can make of our 
speech is to bear witness to others for Christ. 
(Read Romans 10:13-15.) We might also ask, 
How can they preach, or witness, without words? 
The Gospel comes to us in words, and it is our 
privilege to repeat those words of good news to 
others. Spoken words are used of the Lord in 
the salvation of souls. We may have the blessing 
of speaking those words. 
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Third Speaker: 

We who are Christians need to make a more 
determined effort to practice Christian speech. 
We need to practice it negatively and positively. 
That means we must endeavor not to say things 
that are harmful to others and dishonoring to 
God, and we must try earnestly to make every 
word we speak count for good and for God. 


If we are Christians, our hearts have already 


been changed. We need to practice speaking 


like the kind of people we really are. A person 
who thinks the thoughts of Christ will surely 
speak Christian words. Likewise, a person who 
tries to speak right words will find it easier 
to think Christian thoughts. The habits of the 
tongue can become the habits of the heart, 
whether they are good or bad. If Christ cannot 
control all of us, especially our tongues, then 
he cannot control us at all. : 


Helps To Understanding 
Scripture Readings 
in Day by Day | 
By Rev. C. C. Baker 


Sunday, June 23, Psalm 65:9-13. Try to picture 
in your mind the imagery that is used in vv.9-13 
to describe God’s goodness to His creation. Here is 
a scene of nature’s contentment in the utter goodness 
of God. This God, who is the creator of all the 
earth (vv.6-7) watches over all His creatures every- 
where (vv.5,8). He is a holy God (v.4); yet He 
has made provision for the forgiveness of our sin 
(v.3). He hears prayer (v.2) and is the hope of 
His people (v.5b). Thus He is able to satisfy the 
souls of wayward men (v.4) even as He satisfies 
a itself (vv.9-13). Praise is due to Him 
v.1). 


Monday, June 24, I Kings 19:8-12. In chapter 
eighteen Elijah had won the dramatic contest at 
Mount Carmel with the priests of Baal. He then 
fled for his life before Jezebel who sought revenge 
(19:1-3). Observe the despondency of Elijah 


_ (v.4). Notice his feeling of the situation in 


vv.10,14. Was he justified in feeling this way in 
the light of the events of chapter eighteen (see 
18 :36-38) ? Even in Elijah’s despondency God pro- 
vided for his needs (vv.5-7) and revealed Himself 
to him (vv.9-18). What lesson did Elijah learn 
about God from the revelation of vv.11-12? Elijah 


had been used of the Lord in a spectacular manner, — 


but God has a more basic way of working with 
men (vv.11-12). It is easy for us, when we are 
anxious only for big numbers and visible results, 
to become despondent as we forget the true nature 
of God’s work. 


Tuesday, June 25, Genesis 2:4-9. The Garden | 


of Eden consisted of more than a garden as we 


think of one; judging from the geographical lo- 
cation of the rivers in it (vv.10-14), it must have 
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included hundreds of square miles. In this garden 


man was to live and propagate (1:28-29). It was 
a place of blessed fellowship with God (2:7-9). 
No sin was present (2:25). The physical environ- 
ment left nothing to be desired (v.92). Mankind 
was not to be idle (1:28; 2-15); life was to be 
full—purposeful, fruitful, and centered in a re- 
lationship with God (2:15-17). Self-desire was 
the factor that brought all of this to an end (3:1-7). 
So, too, does self-desire bring to an end the rich- 
ness and beauty and fulness that God intends for 
our Christian lives. 


W ednesday, June 26, Deuteronomy 8:7-11. Con- 
trast the hoped for life in the Promised Land 
(vv.7-10) with that of the wilderness in which 


the people had wandered (v.15). What phrases 


used in vv.7-10,15 point up the sharpness of the 
contrast? God, however, was with His people in 
the wilderness and cared for them (vv.3-4). What 
divine purpose was there in the wilderness experi- 
ences (vv.3,5,16) ? What solemn warning did God 
give the people as they looked forward to the Prom- 
ised Land (vv.11-14,19) ? What could they expect 
if they wandered away from the Lord (vv.19-20? 
It is often in the wilderness experiences of our lives 
that we learn the greatest spiritual lessons (vv.3,16). 
We must be careful in better times not to forget 
these lessons (v.14) lest we fall away (v.19). 


Thursday, June 27, Luke 2:41-52. Verses 40 
and 52 summarize the period of our Lord’s life 


between His infancy and the beginning of His 


ministry. Make a mental list of the characteristics 
of Jesus mentioned in these two verses and see how 
each is illustrated in the story. What does the very 
fact of the long journey from Nazareth to Jerusalem 
each year indicate as to the boy Jesus’ physical 
health? Does v.44 give the impression that he was 
a normal boy in his social relationships? What 
does the mention of obedience (v.51) reveal about 
his home life? What in vv.46-47 reveals extra- 
ordinary traits for a boy of twelve? The Christian 
young person should be a normal, all-round person 


with a healthy interest in spiritual things. Do you 


stress the supreme importance of the spiritual life 
with your children? 


Friday, June 28, Jeremiah 23 :23-24. Whenever 
the people of God need messages of warning con- 
cerning sin there are prophets of reassurance who 
say that everything is all right (vv.16-17). God, 
however, is aware of what is in the human heart 
(vv.23-25). Notice the contrast that is presented 
between false hope and the Word of the Lord 
(11.28-29). It is only the Word of God that is 
dynamic (v.29), that has the power to change the 
hearts of men (v.22). Only with repentance comes 
real hope. We who proclaim the Word of God 
must be careful that what we preach is the Word 
- the Lord and not simply what people want to 
ear. 


Saturday, June 29, Song of Solomon 2:11-13. 
The Song of Solomon is ‘a love song set in blos- 
soming spring-time.” It is a story of wedded love. 
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Read through chapter two. What words describe 
the beloved of the speaker? What does he mean 
to her? Observe each for the other. What at- 
mosphere is suggested by vv.11-14? Some think 
that the picture of wedded love in this book can 
help us to understand something of Christ’s rela- 


tionship to His Church. The Church is spoken 


of as the Bride of Christ in II Corinthians 11:2: 
Revelation 19:7. Read back through the chapter, 
using the above questions, thinking in terms of 
Christ’s relation to the believer. The same longing 
and intimacy that is characteristic of true wedded 
love should be characteristic of the believer’s re- 
lationship to his Savior (see Ephesians 5:22-30). 


NEWS 


GEORGIA 


Atlanta — Approximately 200 persons gathered 
at Atlanta’s North Avenue Presbyterian Church 
recently for the 20th anniversary of a Sunday 
School class — and to honor Nathan T. Moore, 
teacher of the class during all that time. Mr. 
Moore is an elder at North Avenue Church. 


Mr. Moore began teaching the class in the spring 
of 1937, in answer to a call from Sunday School 
superintendent Roy Le Craw that he “‘temporarily”’ 
teach a class of young adults until they could 
find a permanent teacher. At that time Mr. Moore 
~~ already successfully teaching a class of young 

ys. 


The “United Class’? which Mr. Moore began 
teaching “temporarily,’’ was then a group of young 
married couples. Now the members are older and 
the class is no longer made up only of couples. 


Dr. Vernon S. Broyles, Jr., pastor of North 
Avenue Church, says of Teacher Moore, ‘He is 
one of the most dedicated and talented laymen 
I’ve ever known.” 


The teacher is vice president of Atlanta Milling 
Company, but devotes many hours each week to 
church work, especially in study for his Sunday 
School lesson. 


KENTUCKY 


Louisville — President Frank H. Caldwell has 
announced the appointment of the Rev. David A. 
Steere to the faculty of Louisville Presbyterian 
Seminary. Mr. Steere has been named Assistant 
Supervisor of Student Field Work and Assistant 
Professor of Pastoral Leadership. 


David Steere is a graduate of Centre College 
(1953) and of Louisville Presbyterian Seminary 
(1956) with a distinguished record in both insti- 
tutions. At Centre he won four letters in varsity 
football and four letters in varsity tennis, being 
twice intercollegiate tennis champion of Kentucky. 
Upon his graduation from the Seminary he re- 
ceived the Olof Anderson Fellowship and an award 
in practical preaching. : 


Thirty-nine graduates received degrees at the 
104th commencement of Louisville Presbyterian 
Seminary on May 27. Dr. Jean S. Milner, pastor 
of Second Presbyterian Church of Indianapolis, 
presented the commencement address. Four fel- 
lowships and six prizes were awarded including 
the new E. O. Sutherland memorial prize of $197 
presented to graduating senior Paul Bingham to 
help him establish his library as a pastor. 


Dr. John Bright of Union Theological Seminary 
in Virginia will present the Centennial Class lec- 
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tures at Louisville Presbyterian Seminary January 
21-24, 1958. Subject for Dr. Bright’s lecture series 
is “The Authority of the Bible.” Dr. John Calvin 
Reid, minister of Mt. Lebanon Presbyterian Church 
of Pittsburgh, will be preacher for this 1958 period. 
All friends of the Seminary are invited to attend. 


NORTH CAROLINA 


Montreat — Mr. Ernest W. Evans of Iva, S. C., 
was elected president of the Men of the Synod 


of South Carolina when the annual conference of 


the synod was held here May 18-19. More than 
700 persons attended the conference with over 
570 men and 130 wives registered. 


Mr. Evans succeeds Robert T. Stephenson of 
Orangeburg as president of the South Carolina 
men. Elected first vice-president was Howard W. 
Kemp of Pineville. Harold Thompson of Green- 
ville is the new second vice-president, and Lonnie 
J. Jennings of Spartanburg is the new secretary. 
The Rev. Denny M. Hills of Mayesville is the new 
ministerial adviser for the Men of the Synod. 


The conference program put special emphasis 
on:-the Miami Men’s Convention and South Caro- 
lina Synod registrations for the Convention were 
raised to 275 when almost 150 of the men attend- 
ing the conference signed up to attend. The newly 
elected president, Mr. Evans, is the South Caro- 
lina Synod Chairman of the On To Miami move- 
ment. 


Red Springs — In an effort to assure the con- 
tinuation of Flora Macdonald College here, Red 
Springs citizens and other friends of the college 
have pledged a reported total of $375,000 for the 
operation of Flora Macdonald over the next five 
years. ; 


Announcement of the pledges was made at the 
organizational meeting of the Scottish College 
Foundation, Inc., held in Red Springs in April. 
The purpose of the Foundation is to continue a 
college on the present campus. 


Red Springs citizens have pledged to raise 
$25,000 a year, and an undisclosed donor has 
pledged $50,000 annually to be given the school 
each year. The trustees of the Foundation ex- 
pressed the belief that an additional $500,000 for 
improvements or endowment could be raised if the 
college is continued permanently. 


Approximately 250 alumnae and friends of Flora 
Macdonald College attended the April meeting and 
were made charter members of the Foundation. 
Trustees elected at the incorporation meeting were: 
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Dr. W. S. Golden of Carthage, N. C.; M. C. Benton 


of Winston-Salem, N. C.; . Jones of Graham, 
N. C.; Miss Virginia Franks of High Point; Dr. 
CG. He ‘Johnson and R. D. McMillan, Jr., of Red 
Springs; John L. McLean and Judge M. B. Seawell 
of Lumberton. 


Mr. McMillan was named chairman, and Mr. 
McLean vice-chairman of the trustees. Hiram 
Grantham of Red Springs was named treasurer, 
and Miss Martha Gaitley of Red Springs is sec- 


The executive committee is composed of Miss 
Franks, Mr. McMillan, Mr. sneacasrae Mr. Jones, and 
Judge Seawell. 


The Synod voted last year to consolidate Flora 
Macdonald, Peace Junior College, and Presbyterian 
Junior College to one campus at Laurinburg, N.C. 


The board of trustees of the new Foundation 
passed a resolution stating: ‘‘Regardless of the 
turn of events at the end of five years, the Scot- 
tish College Foundation, Inc., shall continue as 
a permanent organization for the continuance of 
Flora Macdonald College in Red Springs. 


“The greater part of the Foundation’s fund will 
be used for annual support and improvement of 
the college in Red Springs.” 


The plan is that the funds of the Foundation 
would be offered to the college as a supplement 
to the income from the Synod and would be ad- 
ministered on a cooperative basis with the college 
authorities. 


The Foundation hopes that during the five-year 


period the Synod would agree to continue the 
college permanently. 


Superior Court J udge Malcolm B. Seawell, trus- 
tee of the Foundation and speaker at the meeting, 
said: “If the Presbyterian Church abandons this 
college it is our expressed desire to gain control of 
the physical assets of this college and with that 
same money and with funds to be procured, to 
operate this school as an accredited four-year 
institution of Christian higher education.” 


He continued, ‘‘We are convinced that the pres- — 


ervation of what we now have will result in in- 


creased interest in, and support of, the new (con-— 


solidated) college. 


“Unity within our Presbyterian family is more 
ayes) ony in the long run than consolidation,” 
e 


“We are not against a new college — a new 
Presbyterian college in Laurinburg. We will sup- 
port such a college, but not at the expense of 
Flora Macdonald. We oppose the destruction of 
a well-founded four-year liberals arts college 
which has served and will continue to serve our 
people and our Church,” he concluded. 


Tryon — An anonymous offer of $85,000 was 
recently received by the members of Tyron Pres- 
byterian Church to aid them in their projected 
$125,000 building program. 


In a letter the donor offered the money for a 
church sanctuary and its furnishings. The donor 
wrote: 


“I wish to make this sanctuary principally a 
memorial to the glory of God, and much more 
humbly a memorial to my sister who was buried 
at sea October 7, 1918, while en route to the 
front in France for war service. 
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SOUTH CAROLINA 


Clinton—John Knox will serve as president of 
the Presbyterian College student body for the 
coming year. 


In the recent campus-wide elections when the 
students chose Mr. Knox of Decatur, Ga., to lead 
the student government, they also elected Wyatt 
Aiken of Greenville, S. C., as vice-president, and 
Ron Isger of Clairton, Pa., secretary-treasurer. 


The third senior to serve as class representative 
along with Knox and Aiken is Guice Potter of An- 
niston, Ala. 


The junior class, along with Isger, chose Shakes- 
peare and a Prince to represent them — Jim 
Shakespeare of Hollywood, Fla., and Russell Prince 


of Union, S. C. 
Sophomore councilmen next year will be Wise, 


and Hendry. They chose Tom Wise, of Thomasville, 
Ga., and Charles W. Hendry of Hilton Head. 


Union —- During the week of May 5 through 
May 12, the Rev. J. Edward Craig, Effingham, 
South Carolina, conducted revival and evangelistic 
services at McCutchen Memorial Presbyterian 
Church, Union, South Carolina, where the Rev. 
Robert G. Balnicky is pastor. 


The Youth Rally on Saturday night highlighted 
the week of services, at which time twelve young 
people came forward indicating their desire to 
dedicate their lives for full time Christian Service. 


-This was most inspiring and rejoiced many hearts 


to = these young people take their stand for the 
rd. 


Greenwood — The Men of the Church of South 
Carolina Presbytery held the annual spring rally 
in April at Camp Fellowship on Lake Greenwood. 
An afternoon program of recreation was followed 
by a barbecue supper. The evening program fea- 
tured an inspirational message on “Christian Citi- 
zenship” by Mr. William T. Jones of Greenwood, 
solicitor of the eighth judicial district. 


The meeting was presided over by Mr. Harry > 


Cocharan of Abbeville, president of the Presby- 
tery’s Men’s group. 


Board of World Missions 


Nashville’ — Nine new missionaries were ap- 
pointed, and new officers for the Board itself 
were named during the spring meeting here of 
of World Missions, Presbyterian Church, 


Dr. Jas. A. Jones, president of Union Theological 
Seminary, Richmond, Va., formerly vice-chairman 
of the Board, was elected chairman in the reor- 
ganizational meeting following the meeting of the 
General Assembly. Dr. Jones succeeds Dr. Wm. 
M. Elliott whose term of service on the Board 
ended with the Assembly at which he was elected 
Moderator. 


Elected first vice-chairman is Dr. Frank Alfred 
Mathes, pastor of South eo Presbyterian 
Church, Birmingham. Mr. W. McCord of Nash- 
ville was named second 


Missionaries appointed included four each for 
Africa and Brazil, and one to Korea. Three very 
unusual appointments were included. Miss Dawn 
Kyoko Aoto, Japanese graduate of Shorter Col- 
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lege of Rome, Ga., and Assembly’s Training School, 
Richmond, will go as a missionary to the large 
Japanese colony in West Brazil Mission. She is 
the first of her race to be appointed by the Board. 
A native of Tokyo, Miss Aoto has been working 
in that city for the past year. She attended the 
institute for out-going missionaries in Montreat 
Pe 1956, so she will go directly to Brazil from 
apan. 


The appointment of Mr. and Mrs. Anton John 
Gillies of Austin, Texas, as Mass Communications 
and Literary missionaries also marks a “first” in 
Presbyterian, U. S., mission work. Other mission- 
aries with special skills in radio work have been 
named, but these are the first to go out with the 
specific assignment of using script-writing and 
programming experience in missionary work. They, 
too, will work in Brazil. Both have had wide ex- 
perience in radio and television work. 


The fourth appointment to Brazil is that of 
Miss Rose Cameron of Raleigh, N. C., going out 
as an evangelistic missionary to North Brazil. She 
is a graduate of ATS, and a former DCE in 
Washington, N. C. 


The new missionary to Korea will be Miss 
Patricia Mae Heilig, of Hendersonville, N. C., who 
will go as a medical missionary for a three year 
term. Miss Heilig is now working in Mississippi 
Baptist Hospital, Jackson. 


Going to Africa will be two medical and two 
educational missionaries. Dr. and Mrs. Hugh 
Lanier Farrior are appointed medical missionaries 
to the Congo. He is currently working at Eastern 
N. C. Sanatorium, Wilson, N. C., and is a graduate 
of Davidson College and the Medical College of 
Virginia. Dr. Farrior is a native of Chinkiang, 
China, and his wife, the former Miss Ellen Avis, 
is from Charleston, W. Va., and Vero Beach, Fla. 
She is a graduate of Florida State and ATS. 


Miss LaVerne Geneva O’Rear, of Idabel, Okla., 
will go out to the Congo as matron for Central 
School at Lubondai. She is now field representative 
and guidance counselor for the Oklahoma Presby- 
terian College; Durant. 


Miss Mary Ethel Talley of Waco, Texas, was 
also appointed for a three-year term, as a teacher 
of missionary children at Central School. A grad- 
uate of Austin College, Sherman, Texas, where 
she was president of the Presbyterian school’s stu- 
dent body, she has been a church extension worker 
in Indian Presbytery since graduation in 1956. 


Another action of prime importance was taken 
as the result of the action by the General Assem- 
bly in Birmingham, which raised the benevolence 
budget of the Church 20% for 1958. The action 
means an increase of $755,000 in the World Mis- 
sions budget, to a total of $4,530,000. The Board 
was asked to indicate how this money would be 
used, and approved the following distribution: 


For 50 additional new missionaries....$300,000 


For approximately 15% salary in- 
crease for missionaries 


For approximately 17% increase in 
field appropriations .... 276,000 


For a 20% increase in relief of human 
need and distress . . 25,000 


The Board noted that although much of the 
“field appropriations” figure would probably be 
7 — for capital developments in the foreign fields, 
the total would still fall more than $1,000,000 
short of the currently urgently needed capital in- 
vestment for improved facilities for doing work. 


$154,000 
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The Board also took special note of detailed 
statistics which were presented by the Rev. Paul 
B. Freeland, secretary of Overseas Relief and Inter- 
church Aid, showing that religious relief organi- 
zations are now carrying 91% of the load of 
surplus commodities relief distribution. The U. S. 
Department of Agriculture provided data which 


“points up in the importance of the ministries 
of the Churches in relief and rehabilitation,” Mr. 
Freeland declared, “and emphasizes the fact that 
a. — are the ones which are really doing 
the job.”’ | 3 


The Missions Board was informed that Mr. 


Everett Earl Gourley, Jr., of Nashville, and mis- . 


sionary to Brazil, has -accepted the position of 
assistant to the Candidate Secretary of the Board, 
effective August 15. Mr. Gourley, business man- 
ager of the West Brazil Mission until his return 
to this country early in 1957, is a native of Nash- 
ville. Mrs. Gourley died in Brazil late in 1956, 
leaving two small sons. Mr. Gourley’s major re- 
sponsibility will lie with work with students, the 
Rev. Eugene Daniel, Candidate Secretary, in- 
formed the Board. 


A study of Board policy in contributing to edu- 
cational expenses for missionary children will be 
made as the result of another action. The Board 
currently pays half the tuition or other cost of 
education for missionary children, with the parents 
contributing the other half of the cost, whether 
the children are attending a mission-supported 
school (as in the Congo), are attending a public 
school, or are studying by the Calvert System. 
The Japanese Mission has requested the Board 
to increase its portion of the cost. 


The Fields Committee presented resignation or 


retirement requests from nine missionaries serv- 


ing in four fields. All were approved, with ex- 
pressions of regret and appreciation for services 
rendered. These include: 


Dr. and Mrs. Henry Pressly, of Taxco, Mexico, 
retiring effective January 1, 1958. : 


The Rev. and Mrs. J. Hoge Smith, Jr., of Garan- 
huns, North Brazil Mission, resigning because 
of health, effective in December, 1957. 


The Rev. and Mrs. Charles Butler, formerly of 


the Brazil Mission, resigning effective June 1. 


The Rev. and Mrs. Harry M. Punt, formerly of 
the Congo Mission, resigning effective April 1, 
1957, to accept a call as pastor of the Port St. 
Joe Presbyterian Church in Florida. 


Miss Claribel Moles, of Soonchun, Korea, re- - 


signing effective June 1, to marry Lt. Samuel 
Crawford. . 


Nashville — The Rev. and Mrs. Paul B. Long 
of our Congo Mission announce the birth of a 
son, Stephen Dalton, in Bibanga on April 23. 


Mr. and Mrs. Long and family are scheduled 
to arrive in the United States on July 15 for 
regular furlough. They will make their home in 
Louisville, Ky., during their furlough. 


The Rev. and Mrs. Harold Borchet and family 


of our Japan Mission arrived in the United States 


on May 7 for their regular furlough. 


The Rev. and Mrs. Jack Scott and family of 
our Korea Mission are scheduled to arrive in the 
United States on May 17 for their regular furlough. 

The Scotts and their two small children plan to 
proceed to Paris, Ky., upon their arrival in this 


country. 
THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


OF 


<= oO = 


r 
t 
€ 
i 
k 
n 
f 
a 
V 
f 
n 
f 
t 
a 
V 


nt 
q 
- 
~ 
> j 
&- 
3 
; a 
= 
¥ 
» 
A 
%. 
é 
l 
l 
Ag 
aa 
og 
; 
4 
if 
fa 
| 
3 
AS 


Miss Lena Fontaine of our Korea Mission is 
scheduled to arrive in the United States on May 17 
for her regular furlough. Upon her arrival in 
this we? Miss Fontaine plans to go to Wythe- 
ville, Va 


Miss Ivy Yeaworth of our ieee Mission has 
arrived in the United States for furlough. She 
has been connected with the religious education 
and evangelistic work of our Mexico Mission. Upon 
her arrival in this country she proceeded to Balti- 
more where she will make her home during this 


furlough year. 


The Rev. and Mrs. J. W. Allen of our Congo — 


Mission have arrived in the United States on an 
emergency health furlough. They arrived in New 
York in April. At the present time Dr. Allen is 
in the hospital in New York. Dr. Allen has served 
in the evangelistic work of the Congo Mission for 
over forty years, much of that time devoted to 
the training of African students for the ministry. 


The Rev. and Mrs. Edward C. Langham, Jr., of 
our Brazil Mission have announced the arrival of 
a daughter, May Parker, born in Brazil on 
March 30. 


Nashville —- The question has been asked: “What 


will the recent action of the General Assembly 


in increasing the benevolence budget of the Church 
4 Tr mean to the World Mission program of the 
hurch. 


The Board of World Missions answered that 
question in part at its spring meeting in approving 
a distribution of the $755,000 increase that would 
come to World Missions by the Assembly action. 
Underlining the fact that every penny of the 
increase would be spent abroad, the Board stated 
that among other things, the 20% increase will 
mean that 50 new missionaries can be sent to the 
field, even though it costs $6,000 to maintain a 
missionary in the field for a year. This would 
use $300,000 of the $755,000. 


The new budget for missions, totaling $4,530,- 
000 for 1958, will also make possible adjustment 
in the salaries of the missionaries. As a result 
of the record benevolence giving of the Church 
in 1956, the Board was able to grant a small salary 
increase for 1957; the increase in benevolence 
budget for 1958 would allow for an approximately 
15% increase in salary, worth $154,000. Even 
this increase, the Board found, would not fully 
off-set the inflationary trends in the mission fields. 


Another large chunk of the 20% increase will 
be designated for field appropriations. This would 
represent such things as better salaries for more 
than 4,000 native workers, ministers, teachers, 
evangelists, doctors, nurses, technicians, and col- 
porteurs, now employed in the mission enterprise; 


better operating support for schools and hospitals; 


more literature; a wider outreach in evangelistic 
work in pioneer areas; and enlargement of radio 
evangelism efforts. It would also include money 
for schools and hospitals, homes for missionaries, 
automobiles and trucks for carrying on mission 
work, and other construction projects. An expan- 
sion by approximately 17% of the work budget 
_ fields would provide $276,000 for these 

fh wig ie . It would still find the Board with 
mate than $1, 000,000 worth of unfulfilled requests 
from the missions, for buildings and equipment. 
These requests, itemized in detail with prices at- 
tached, have already been recognized by the Board 
as urgently needed, but even the 20% increase 
voted by the Assembly will not cover them. 


The work of Overseas Relief and Inter-Church 
Aid will also share in the increased benevolence 
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giving, as the Board has assigned $25,000 or a 

0% increase, to the work of alleviating 
human need and distress in emergency situations. 
Put into the Share Our Surplus program of Church 
World Service, through which the Board does its 
relief work, the increase will provide for distribu- 
tion of 6,25 0,000 pounds of foodstuffs for relief 


of hunger. 


To summarize the proposed distribution of the 
$755,000 that the General Assembly action added 
to the 1958 budget for World Missions: 


For 50 additional missionaries ........ $300,000 

For approximately 15% increase in 
missionaries . 154,000 

For app mately 17% increase in 
| ield appropriations ...................- 276,000 

For a 20% increase in relief of 
human need and distress . 25,000 
$755,000 

Appalachia 


“Tellico Plains — Knoxville Presbytery held its 
Stated Spring Session in the Center Presbyterian 
Church, near Tellico Plains, Tennessee. The mem- 
bers of Presbytery were all impressed with this 
beautiful church building. The former church 
building burned about a year ago, and has been 
rebuilt, and made even more beautiful than the 
former building. 


There were 44 ministers present and 36 elders. 
The Rev. J. Hoge Smith, Jr., who is at home 
on furlough from Brazil, was elected Moderator. 


Routine business and Committee reports. oc- 
cupied most of the session. 


Bethel Church, which is located in North Caro- 
lina, was dismissed to Asheville Presbytery. 


Four young men were taken under the care of 
Presbytery as Candidates for the Gospel Ministry. 
Douglas Wayne Oldenburg is a member of the 
Signal Mountain Church, and the other three are 
members of Knoxville First Church. They are: 
Gerald Lee Bell, Jr., Raymond Curry Bell and 
Robert Edwards Reeverta. Two of the young men 


are brothers. This was the first time, in the mem- 


ory of anyone present that two brothers were 
taken under the care of Presbytery at the same 
time. This makes a total of 22 young men on 


the roll of Candidates of this Presbytery. 


An Adjourned Meeting will be held in Sweet- 
water on Tuesday, July 2nd at 10:30 A. M. The 
Stated Fall Meeting will be held in the Central 
Presbyterian Chur in .Chattanooga on Septem- 


D. R. Greenhoe, Stated Clerk 


ber 23rd. 


TENNESSEE 


The Presbytery of Memphis held its Stated 
Spring ange, | on April 23, at the Whitehaven 
Presbyterian urch of which Rev. Landern Chil- 
ders is Pastor. Elder John Wallace of the First 
Presbyterian Church of Memphis was elected 
Moderator. ; 


Rev. Thomas Davidson, formerly pastor of the 


_ West Point, Mississippi, Church, was received into 


the Presbytery, and accepted a call to the Buntyn 

Church in Memphis. Herbert Hurst, a recent grad- 

uate of Columbia Seminary, was licensed and a 

Commission was appointed to ordain and install 

as Pastor of the Rosemark and Kerrville 
urches. 
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The Presbytery received and approved a petition 
of 57 adults to organize this group into the Raleigh 
Presbyterian Church. 


Rev. Gene Canestrari was elected Moderator 
Nominate, and the invitation of the First Presby- 
terian Church of Jackson, Tennessee, to hold the 
Summer meeting in its new Church edifice was 
accepted. 


Plans for the construction of two new Churches 
in fast growing areas adjacent to the City of 
Memphis are progressing satisfactorily and with 
enthusiasm. 


The Home Missions Committee last year pur- 
chased a 6 1-2 acre lot one mile east of the present 
city limits and plans for the construction of the 
first unit on this site are under way. A survey 
of the area by the men of Idlewild Church brought 
encouraging results, a definite interest in this 
project being expressed in approximately 150 
families. Arrangements have been made for this 
group to hold regular worship services at the 
Memphis University School during construction of 
the first unit. Rev. Taylor Reveley will preach 
each Sunday pending organization. 


The Committee has also purchased a 10 acre 
site on Austin Peay Highway at Raleigh, just 
northeast of Memphis, and a Church will be built 
there. The group interested in this new Church 
have been holding worship services for three months 
in the Raleigh Community House under Rev. Dan 
Rhodes. The Church was organized on May 19th, 
with 63 charter members. 


To assist in the financing of these two new 
churches and additions to the Woodland Church 
and Parkway Gardens Church, a goal of a minimum 
of $125,000.00 as this Presbytery’s part of the 
One Million Dollar fund for Church Extension to 
be raised in 1957 has been set. The campaign is 
being headed up by Mr. Waddy West of Idlewild 
Church and he has set up a city wide organization 
to promote it. 


Rev. W. J. Boyd is Chairman of the Home Mis- 
sions Committee and Rev. R. M. Hudson is Home 
Missions Superintendent. 


BOOK 8 


PETER. Oscar Cullmann. Floyd V. Filson. 
Westminster Press. $4.50. 


Since 1938, Dr. Cullmann has been Professor 
of Early Christianity at the University of Basel. 
He has also served as Professor in the Sorbonne, 
Paris, since 1949. He is one of the greatest living 
New Testament scholars. His former volume 
“Christ in Time” which gave the primitive con- 
ception of time in history has been recognized 
as one of the most important books produced 
during the past decade. 


Dr. Filson remarks that although we have hun- 
dreds of lives of Christ, scores of lives of Paul, 
there are few thorough presentations of the life 
and work of Peter and none is up to date. This 
book therefore meets a real need in contemporary 
Christian thought. The author does more than 
delve into the questions of Peter’s ecclesiastical 
office. He discusses the significant role that Peter 
played in influencing the Apostolic church and 
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carrying out the missionary task of the first gen- 
eration of Christians. 


The first section of the book. deals with the 
historical question involved in the career of Peter 
relative to his alleged residence in Rome. The 
second part is exegetical and theological and con- 
stitutes the most important part of the work. The 
author is at his best in dealing with the exegetical 
question concerning Matthew 16:17-19. 


Relative to the wide publicity given to the ex- 
cavations under St. Peter’s Cathedral, Dr. Cull- 
mann is of the opinion that these new excavations 
did not bring any new results and that the tomh 
of Peter cannot be identified. He states that all 
we can be sure of comes from the literary sources, 
but in all probability Peter did visit Rome and 
died there as a martyr probably within the terri- 
tory of Vatican Hill. 


Concerning Peter’s place in the Church, Dr. 
Cullmann concludes that Peter is the Foundation 
of the Church in a temporary meaning. He af- 
firms that there is no authoritative word about 
succession and less for binding this succession to 
one city. He states that Peter’s person and work 
and his role as the Foundation of the Christian 
Church was only a single act in ‘“Redemptive 
History’”’ which cannot be repeated. He holds that 
if Peter really died in Rome as a martyr, it would 
not mean anything concerning the Papal pre- 
tensions. 


In view of present controversies between 
Roman Catholicism and Protestantism, it is well 
to bear in mind this conclusion of Dr. Cullmann, 
‘‘Moreover until the beginning of the third cen- 
tury, it never occurred to a single Bishop of 
Rome to refer the saying in Matthew 16:17ff 
to himself in the sense of leadership of the entire 
Church. It was probably Callistus (217-222); ac- 
cording to others it was actually Stephanus (254- 
257) who first applied to himself the words ‘You 
he Peter’ and this did not pass without contra- 

iction.”’ 


Although written in a dispassionate spirit, this 
book shows us Peter as he actually was without 
the preposterous claims of the Roman Catholic 
Church and also without the minimizing of the 
Apostle by some Protestants. From this volume 
we see Peter as a great leader in his own right | 
and significant not only for the early Church but 
for the Church today. J.R.R. 


THE INVINCIBLE CHRIST. Massey M. Helt- 
zel. Abingdon Press. $2.00. 


Dr. Heltzel has written this volume of 13 ser- 
mons with the conviction that the preacher’s one 
theme is Christ and that He must be central in 
all our preaching and teaching, and furthermore 
that His eternal significance in human history and 
His redemptive work in the plan of God must 
never be absent from the preacher’s message. His 
aim is practical: to show what Christ was and is, 
what He has done and what difference this should 
make in our lives. It makes a tremendous differ- 
ence, says the author, when we believe that Christ 
is invincible. 


These sermons are of higher quality than many 
we find published today. The message entitled 
“The Proclaimed Christ” is exceptionally ~fine. The 
thesis of this message is that when the church 
separates itself from its original source of power 
it endangers its very life. For this reason, the 
church must return to its sources and think upon 
the most important of the things concerning Christ. 
If a church proclaims with fervor the foundation 
facts of its faith, the author insists, the gates of 
hell shall never prevail against it. —J.R.R. 
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